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Editorial 
BRIGHTON will remain pleasantly in the memory of those who attended 
the Lib there. ing was well- 
organized from the business and social points of view ; anda 
hospitality extended by those in authority there gave a oul delight 
to every day, indeed every hour, spent in the sea-side city. The 
beautiful weather that prevailed added much to the event. On the 
purely technical side the conference compared favourably with any 
of recent years. The remarkable advance in the roll of members ; the 
of the net books question ; a new and keen interest shown 
co-operation, the i iate first-fruit of which is to be union 
catalogue of London’s municipal reference libraries; the interest of 
the exhibitions, that of the Library Association being a promise of 
real excellence in the future ; and the trade exhibition being one or 
the best we have examined—these were memorable features of a 
memorable conference. Our gratitude may perhaps be added to that 
expressed more officially at Brighton to all who had the arrangement 
of a most successful affair. 
* * 

We have mentioned the now vernal “ Net Books Question” 
again. To a certain extent the matter appears to be still under con- 
sideration, but a substantial measure of agreement is reported to have 
been reached with the publishers and booksellers. It is not an ideal 
bargain perhaps, but it is much more than the “ closed door” with 
which libra book-buyers have hitherto been faced. In brief, it is 
to be pomerne that approved libraries, in membership of the Library 
Association, be given a discount if their purchases exceed {100 
yearly. Those spending from {100 to {500 yearly are to receive 
§ per cent. discount, and those spending more 10 per cent. This 
concession is hedged with safeguards sufficient to assure the most 
anxious upholder of the net books system. Libraries, for example, 
must — approved booksellers ; libraries must be /icensed to receive 
their discount; libraries must not save any of the discount, they 
must spend it on more books; and, finally, libraries must allow 
their accounts to be inspected to prove that they have done so! All 
this may sound worse than it may prove to be in practice. 

* 

As this is the most practical question mooted at the Conference, 
we have no hesitation in dwelling on it somewhat. As we have 
already said, the scheme shows progress, and when we remember 
that the net books system has probably saved the book trade we shall 
feel more sympathy with the bookseller in trying to impose upon 
us conditions which he thinks will substantially prote& that system. 
We agree, too, with the speaker at Brighton who said that the book- 
seller is an essential part of the library service. Anything therefore 
that helps to placate differences is worth while and we hope that 
the agreement will be the first step. Whether library authorities 
can agree to the restrictions the other contra@ting bodies will im 
is a matter on which we cannot express an opinion. We regard the 
whole scheme as a beginning. It obviously cannot be final, as it 

ives nothing at all to the smaller libraries, whose need is greatest. 
oreover, at present, booksellers and publishers still regard librarians 
as competitors rather than as their best clients and colleagues. 


{ 

| 
| 
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The sudden death of Mr. William Charles Plant, librarian emeritus 
of Shoreditch, cast a shadow over the Conference. Mr. Plant had been 
librarian at Shoreditch from January, 1892, until his retirement about 
four years ago, and before that was for four years librarian of Buxton. 
In a difficult London distri& he did work of sterling quality for more 
than thirty years. For thirty-six years he was a member of the Library 
Association, and he served on its Council and was one of its examiners. 
He was also one of the University Examiners of the School of 
Librarianship. A cultured, widely-travelled man, he was, above all 
these things, gentle, very human, and the embodiment of kindliness. 

University College School of Librarianship proceeds on its wa 
this year with unabated vigour. New members of staff are Mr. Acom 
of National Liberal Club, who will assist Mr. Prideaux with 
“ Cataloguing,” and Mr. Doubleday, who succeeds Mr. Sanderson— 
who has gone to Toronto and from whom we hear that things go 
happily there—as leturer in “ Library Routine.” There will be a 
aperiel course of six le€tures on “ Library Work for Children,” by Mr. 
Berwick Sayers, commencing in November, and Mr. Headicar will 
contribute an eight-lecture course on ‘ Commercial Libraries.” 
There are to be public lectures on certain Wednesdays, which are to 
be free to all, as usual. We have been asked if the free-place students 
have equal opportunities with paying students ? The answer, we are 
told, is ‘‘ most certainly—any other position is unthinkable.” 


Croydon Public Lib recently made an enquiry to about 
fifty libraries on Bank Holiday ing. The results show that 


only eight systems still open, and all of only in part. Most of 
the others who have tried such opening have abandoned it because 
the attendances did not warrant opening. Thus again the contention 
that libraries make a special appeal on non-working days receives 
its quietus. 
* * 

We have appealed at times for copies of library budgets and 
have had no response. Perhaps librarians think that interchange of 
opinion on finance is undesirable, but we cannot agree. It would be 
well if in preparing next year’s estimates librarians in groups (say of 
rateable or income value) would exchange them. Thus all librarians 
having £1,000—{2,000 might exchange, all from {£2,000 to £5,000, 
from £5,000 to £8,000, from £8,000 to £12,000, and over £12,000. 
The mutual help to be derived from such an exchange would be 
undoubtedly great. 

* * * * 

The B.B.C. is embarking on a campaign to secure greater co- 
operation from libraries in the distribution of adult education literature 
and in the accommodation of Listening Groups. We urge librarians 
to realize that wireless education is an indisputable or to be 
harmonized with, and to be made use of in connection with, library 
work. Mr. C. A. Siepmann at the B.B.C. would inform any librarian 
interested on the manner in which mutual service is pecaii 
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Pamphlets and the Vertical File 


By James Ormerop, F.L.A., Sub-Librarian, Derby. 

THERE are several ways of storing and recording pamphlets in a 

blic library. Some librarians bind those that are worth binding 
in cheap cloth covers or paper boards, and put them with the books, 
Others classify and store in binders or hlet boxes. The 
best way, perhaps, is to use a wood or steel vertical file in units of four 
or five drawers. Oak files look well; but steel is Stronger. The 
weight of a drawer when fully loaded is enough to Strain the joints 
of the Stoutest wooden file. ee 

IZE. 

The next question to arise is that of size. In praétice it has been 
found that the folio or “ legal” size is the best. Many government 
documents, Aéts of Parliament, and official reports are too long to 
go into a quarto file without folding, and this is ruinous. F ‘ 
the larger size is more economical of space, as the small pamphlets 
can be stored in two banks on each side of the drawer. 

FOLDERS. 

Correspondence, leaflets, and newspaper cuttings are usually 
Stored in folders, transparent envelopes, or Shannon pockets. Pamphlets 
for the most part will stand on their own edges. If they are too thin 
to Stand up in this way, put them in L.B. pamphlets binders or stiff 
manilla envelopes or pockets o on one side. Messrs. Boots of 
Nottingham have recently made some for me, with thumb-holes 
for grasping the pamphlets, which are cheap and excellent. Another 
device for separating the pamphlets into manageable groups and 
for preventing slumping is the “ Flexi-file” This is a useful 
contrivance ; but it increases the first cost of the file by about fifteen 


shillings drawer. 
GuIDEs. 


These are of various kinds and prices. The best are made of 
l-grey press board with armorclad tabs and removable labels. 
inted and celluloided A—Z, sets of various denominations are 
obtainable for oe files, and plain tabs for classified files. 
The catalogues of the makers of filing equipment should be carefully 
studied, as the successful working of a vertical file depends to a large 
extent on its guides. Anything very cheap should be shunned. Some 
of the best makers have recently _ on the market “ angle tip” 
ides. These are especially suitable for lower drawers, the tabs 
Pring tilted backwards at an angle to give a clear view of the labels. 
A number of “ out” guides will be required for charging pamphlets 

sent out on loan. 

CLASSIFIED VERSUS ALPHABETIC FILEs. 

The most puzzling problem for the librarian is the old one of 
arrangement. In the case of books we are all a that they should 
be classified and provided with an adequate subje& index. hlets 
may either be classified or arranged in alphabetic order of subj 
iss Dickey in her Suggestions for the 

and Use of ts and Clippings in Libraries, “ d be prepared 


view of the simplicity and flexibility of the alphabetic subject arrange- 


wit 
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ment at hand, so many spend the time to make a classification on 
a decimal basis . . . Few would advocate making a dictionary or 
telephone direCtory on a classified basis only, and why a file? Any one 
who can read and write can use a file which is alphabetical, and most 
material can be handled in this way, or in some variation of the method. 
More and more the special libraries are coming to adopt it as a matter 
of course, for in case of a change in onnel there is less question 
of difficulty in keeping the file in working order.” Personally I have 
no hesitation in recommending the alphabetic method, as the pamphlets 
index themselves. Uf they are classified, a separate subject index in 
card or sheaf form is required. This increases the cost of the work, 
and entails extra labour in consulting the files, as the right pamphlet 
cannot be located till the class-number has first been found in the 
index. For this reason alphabetic files are simpler and quicker in 
tation, though of course the alphabet separates related material. 
o overcome this objeétion use cross reference sheets. Most makers 
of filing equipment keep these in stock. Subject headings may be chosen 
from one of the standard ge sets published by the American 
Library Association, the Library of Congress, or the Newark (N.J.) 
Public Library. At Derby we use Sears’s Lif of Subject ings for 
Small Libraries (H. W. Wilson Co.), supplemented by the A.L.A. 
Liff and the Subject Index to Periodicals published by the Library 
Association. These are adequate for most collections; but in the 
course of time new subjects arise which require new headings. For 
all such new subjects the Reader’s Guide, the Induftrial Arts Index, 
and the other Wilson indexes should be consulted. These are in- 
valuable. In England it would probably be wise to stick to the head- - 
ings used in the Library Association’s Subject Index to Periodicals, with 
occasional help from the Wilson publications. Whichever code is 
chosen, however, a card index of the headings a@tually in use should 
be kept on the desk of the assistant in charge of the files; “ for even 
in the best regulated libraries,” says Miss Dickey, “ it is well to compare 
the headings in the file with this list from time to time, for mistakes 
are bound. to creep in. I 

Subje& headings may either be written on the pamphlets them- 
selves or typed on gummed labels. At Derby we use Dennison’s 
No. 1004. This pattern is about three inches long with a blue border. 

CATALOGUING. 

hlets, like books, may be fully catalogued under authors, 
subjeéts, titles, and series. Many librarians would say that if a 
pamphlet is worth keeping at all it should be fully catalogued. Another 
point that should be at the outset is the question of sorting 
the cards into the general catalogue or of making a separate index. 
Practice differs on both points, as a reading of the second volume of 
the A.L.A. Survey of Libraries in the United States will show. At Derby 
we make only subje& entries, and put the cards with the other cards 
on the same topic in the general reference library catalogue. In a 
closed library pamphlets must be catalogued; but if the _— have 
free access to the files, and if they are arranged alphabetically by subject, 
no catalogue is needed, the files indexing themselves as we have already 
shown. the case of a classified file, however, a subje& index at 
lea&t will be absolutely necessary, whether the public have free access 
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not; because readers cannot be expected to be familiar 
with schemes of classification, though in course of time they may 
come to remember the class numbers of their favourite subj 

The following example shows the kind of entry we find at 


P. Edwation of Adults. 
British Institute of Adult Education. The handbook 
and direftory of adult education, 1928-9. 
London, The Year Book Press, 1928. 


242 
For a classified file 


the card would read as follows :— 

P374. Education of Adults. 

B8. British Institute of Adult Education. The handbook 
and direftory of adult education, 1928-9. 
London, The Year Book Press, 1928. 
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The Library Association Conference at 
Brighton. 


1.—THe CONFERENCE was the largest yet held. There were 860 
delegates, nearly all of them members of library authorities and chief 
librarians. The delegates were received in turn by the Mayor, the 
Libraries Committee, and various other Corporation authorities. 
The Dome and the Royal Pavilion were placed at the disposal of 
the Association throughout the week. 

2.—The President, the Right Honourable Lord Balneil, M.P., 
dealt in an eloquent manner in his Presidential Address with the 
Library at Haig Hall, his ancestral home in Lancashire. In a vote 
of thanks Mr. Jaét described this library as not only one of the greatest 

the finest in literature which was now very rare in this country, 
but was becoming increasingly common in America. 


: 
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3-—The note of the Conference was co-operation. The 
was general that to restri& the use of libraries to the boundaries of 
—_ of how this d be overcome was the prospective catalogue 
of all the borough reference libraries in London. At the present 
moment these libraries are under independent authorities and contain 
least half a million books, amongst which are probably nearly 
every book that a serious student requires. At present, however, 
he has no means of knowing where he can certainly find his book. 
The Bere! have now provided funds and with the co- 
operation Local Authorities the Library Association is to compile 
a combined catalogue of the libraries in question. The catalogue 
is to be placed in the Central Library for Seodenes, 9, Galen Place, 
Street, London, W.C.1, and anyone will be able to consult it. 
The effe& of this will be to make all these libraries in London one 
co-operative reference service. 
4.—The central feature of the Conference was a public 
on the subje& of reading for children. Lord Baloeil presided, 
the speakers were Mr. L. Stanley Jast, Mr. Berwick Sayers, Mrs. S. 
Radice, Editor of The Times Educational Supplement, Miss B. Rennie, 
Honorary Secretary of the Dalton Association, Mr. J. W. H. Brown, 
of the National Union of Teachers, and Mr. F. A. Hughes, M.A., 
chief advanced ware thet the aching of 
The chief ar, were that the i i 
in schools left the child at a most important age in grave need 
access to the best books. He had been given a power which he 
would undoubtedly exercise, and if satisfactory ks were not 
available to “ feed his imagination” he would take what he could 
oo“ in many cases would mean a low type of periodical literature. 
negle& of libraries for children led to great intelleGtual waste, 
Mr. Jast thought, and he pointed to the Croydon Libraries as an 
le of what ought to be done universally for children, but which 
was by no means universal owing to the meagre way in which some 
public authorities treated their libraries. 
Lord Balneil, in calling upon Mr. Sayers to describe the work 
at Croydon, said that that work was remarkable and had become a 
matter of great interest to the public press of the country. He was 
probably referring to the publicity Pate by the London and provincial 
to the Annual Report of Croydon this year; an amount of 
publicity which has not been given to any public library report during 
Me. Sayers detailed the history 
of the library movement for children in England, and described in 
particular the arrangements now made for the lit needs of children. 
Mrs. Radice raised considerable controversy by a speech which 
was heard somewhat imperfeétly. She said that the need was for 
more books on faéts written in a manner that children would appreciate, 
but she doubted the wisdom of buying story books. She ed in 
expenditure upon the teaching of dancing, eurhythmics and other 
bodily delights, but by what seemed to be very curious reasoning 
she regarded i upon that which delights the mind as 
extravagance. She also advocated condensed versions of classic 
i Stories in the great origi or ut the most persevering 
Ridsen In this discussion, too, the educationists who took part 


r 
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lamented the very small attention which was to the provision 
of books, other than text books, in the sch in this country. 

In this conneétion another discussion may be mentioned on 
said that only one per cent. 
on books. It was one of the great difficulties of 
Not only were libraries in schools necessary, he declared, se me 
in the school who had been trained as a librarian, 
use might be made of the libraries. On the other 
hand he also required that there should be on every library’s staff 
as that of a librarian. 


as readers are aware, the booksellers of England are bound 


yw a this Agreement, it could only be done by methods invelviae 
tisk to boo disregarding the 

many the ant booksellers anct dhe 
Association on the question last year. An agreement has now been 
reached provisionally by which libraries in membership of the Library 
Association who are certified by a joint committee of publishers, 


(1). On purchases excending £100 and oot 
$ per cent. 


exceeding {£ 
(3). This discount, however, will not be given on books on 
which the bookseller does not receive a discount 


There are certain contingent conditions. One is that discount 
is not to be used for reducing general library expenditure, but to 
be spent on more new books. Any library committee entering into 
the agreement would of course do so voluntarily. 

— ut is y 

6. innovation was a session for members of 
Authorities in which the Chairman of the Leeds Public Library 
a vigorous discussion on the privileges and duties of library committees. 
Part of this revolved about the question of the value of 
members, but the meeting was overwhelmingly in favour of their 


7.—Attention may be drawn to a discussion on Wireless in 
that wherever eer libraries should with the B.B.C. 


in various ways. He suggested that provide all the books 
mentioned in the syllabuses issued by the B.B.C.—it may be said that 


Net Books Agreement now about twenty-five years old by which they 
undertake not to supply new books to public libraries except at their 
net published prices. This means that a library which purchases 
books to the value of £1,000 or more per annum can get no better 
terms in new books than a who an occasional 

seliers anc idbtary /\ssociation representatives, WwW receive 

exceeding 20 per cent. 
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} 
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that is to say, a room should be equipped with a good receiving set, 
a leader should be appointed, and a group should be formed to 
listen consecutively to wireless leGtures and afterwards under the 
guidance of the leader, and with the help of books from the libraries, 
should discuss it. 

This is a subje&t which might receive consideration generally. 
Experiments, if the leaders and wireless sets were forthcoming, 
be tried in every library where there is room for them. 

8.—A feature of the Conference were two most excellent 
exhibitions: one the usual Trade Exhibition of library appliances, 
recent book-binding materials and methods, and representative 
colle&ions of the best books; the other of the aétual work being 
done in libraries throughout Europe, ee of plans, photo- 
gtaphs, catalogues, serial publications, posters other contrivances 
of the libraries themselves. 

9.—The resentatives were greatly impressed wi 
generosity of the arrangements made by the local Committe at 

tighton. There was an enjoyable informal reception gi by 
the Libraries Committee ; a stately civic reception by the Mayor and 
Mayoress in the Royal Pavilion, with exceptional hospitality and 
music by the Corporation’s Orchestra; a reception was given at 
the Bird Museum; an afternoon Garden Party gi at Preston 
Manor by Sir Charles and Lady Thomas-Stanford; and the use 
of the trams, piers, golf-courses, bowling greens, and tennis courts 
was given to the visitors. One delegate, however, has a somewhat 
whimsical regret that the business side of the Conference was so 
heavy that very little time was available for the enjoyment of these 
many social advantages. All honour is due to the Local Committee 
and its excellent Chairman, to Mr. W. Law, its indefatigable Honorary 
Secretary, and to Mr. Henry D. Roberts, and genial and evergreen 
Director, and his moét industrious and helpful staff. 


Note 
In The Municipal Journal for September 27th is an excellent leader 
on the Annual Report of the Birmingham Public Libraries and some 
notes on lib progress, all of which indicate, or plead for, 
appreciation of valuable work. By contrast, on another page 
= vertisements : 1, for a Male Assistant in the Wood Green 
Libraries, who must be experienced and preferably have L.A. or School 
of Librarianship certificates. For these qualifications a salary of 
£65, rising by £6 10s. to £91, plus a bonus of £52, is offered; i.¢.,@ 
commencing salary of £117; 2, Ilford wants a Grade “ C” Clerk, 
having “had experience in the Treasurer’s department of a local 
authority, at a salary of £200, with {10 increases to £260; and a 
Grade “ D” Clerk at £170 with {10 increments to {210. We have 
no quarrel with finance staffs, who are always in a position to get 
better pay than other municipal workers; but we do deprecate the 
publishing of library advertisements such as the above, where far 
greater qualifications are demanded than for the “ clerks,” at a salary 
which compares very badly with that offered to them. 
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this is already done at Cospden— dnt they should distribute sylla- . 
. buses, and that they should receive the B.B.C. publications on sale J 
or return basis. More especially his Council desired that wherever z 
possible a listening discussion group should be held at libraries ; “s 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Horet, 
My Dear ERATOSTHENES, BRIGHTON. 

As all roads led to the Conference last month—yours as well 
as mine—so, in our usual manner, our letters have been upon it. This 
one is, too; for I have much enjoyed it, in spite of your under- 
Standable disparagements of the sea-side city. It is not a place of 
repose—at a conference it is far from being even remotely so—but 
the stately, throbbing promenade, this great hotel from which I write, 
the heat, the curiosities of Pavilion and Dome, the panorama of the 
sea and its two piers—these are things that really captivate one. We 
have had 

DELIGHTFUL THINGs. 

To us, as old men, not the least was the crowd of delegates—8}30 or 
thereabouts—which seems to have flowed from everywhere to here. 
I have seen old and young, in faét, many young librarians have come 
about us, but there are the old familiar faces, too, who seem to 
maintain the tradition and continuity which we love in librarianship. 
Then, too, the charming informal reception on the Monday evening, 
when we went about from room to room, drank coffee, sat on the 
Pavilion lawn before the coloured lights, and renewed our youth. 
And the opening session. There was 

Our PRESIDENT 
(‘‘Isn’t he a dear!” one of the ladies remarked, quite relevantly as 
| thought—you see, girls will express themselves nowadays.) Lord 
Balneil is a fine young man, a typical scion of a great race, smiling, 
clean-cut and attractive ; and that, too, characterized his presidential 
address. It was of great charm, and traced the book-gathering 
activities of his house in a manner which portends happily for his 
own associations with books. As Mr. Jast said, it was beautifully 
phrased, and represented an attitude towards books on the part of 
a nobleman which is much rarer than it once was. At this meeting 
Dr. Guppy, whom we all love, and to whom many of us owe much, 
presided with the distinétion which never leaves him. I ought to 
have mentioned our welcome by the Mayor, prior to the induction 
of the President. It was hearty, informed, and charged with justifiable 
civic pride. But | was intensely interested in 

Tue PLATFORM 
as a whole. Savage, Jast, Ballinger, Guppy—how is that fora few 
names ?—and H. D. Roberts his old energetic, direct and incisive 
self. He speaks exactly with the force and unmistakeableness of 
thirty years ago. He has, as he said, “* had a new lease of life.” By 
the way, he gave all announcements in place of Mr. William Law, 
his valuable deputy and our local honorary secretary, “‘ merely because 
some of us have stronger voices,” and he paid due recognition to him 
and to the rest of his staff in the making of such capital arrangements 
for us. 

Now | am not going to detail the whole of the Conference; 1 
have not the time nor, in this heat, the energy. (But by the time 
you see this letter it will possibly be cold with the wind nor’-easterly !) 
There were side meetings in the afternoons. A visit to the Bird Museum 
—most interesting—in the afternoon. There was a grand civic 
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| GUIDE TO THE BEST 
HISTORICAL NOVELS AND TALES 


By JONATHAN NIELD. 


An Entirely New and Revised Edition 
Royal 8vo, 464 pages, cloth gilt extra, 30s. net. 


| “ Here at last is a book long needed and long expected . . . I have checked Mr. 
I Nield’s Guide at many points, and find it astonishingly accurate and comprehensive 
|... it isa very good book, and no librarian, educationalist or bookseller interested 
|| in the historical novel can afford to be without it.’ 

ALFRED TRESSIDER SHEPPARD in The Bookman. 


|| “A record and work of reference hardly to be excelled for accuracy and good 
| judgment . . . useful to readers and the historians of literature for its information 
|| and the guide posts it provides.” The Quarterly Rerien. 


“ For libraries, and more particularly the libraries of schools, it is simply invaluable.” 
Reriew of Reriens. 


ELKIN MATHEWS & MARROT 


| 
| 54 BLOOMSBURY STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 


The LIBRARY ASSOCIATION POSTER 


“The Pageant 
of Life” 


“Tue Paceant or Lire” Poster, depict- 
ing the idea that everything in life is repre- 
sented in the books of your Public Library, 
has been adopted for National use by The 
Library Association, The design is by Mr. 
J. A. Jackson. The Poster is beautifully 
roduced in four colours, and the Woolston 
Book Co., Ltd., of Nottingham, are publish- 
ing it for the Library Association in Eng- 
land and America. A schedule of prices is 
appended and the Woolston Book Co., 
Ltd., hope to be favoured with your 
esteemed orders. The size of the Poster 
is 2lins. by 15ins. 
Singles oo Is. each 
12 at Sd. 8s. Od. 
50 at — £1 11s. 3d. 
100 at 6)d. £2 14s. 2d. 
200 at 64d. £5 8s. 4d. 
250 at 64d. 26 15s. 5d. 
500 at 64d. £13 10s. 10d. 
1,000 at 64d. 


THE WOOLSTON BOOK 
co., LTD. 


Byard Lane, Nottingham 
England 
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reception by the Mayor and Mayoress on Tuesday evening. See the 
Sussex Daily News for September 12, where the dresses seem to have 
thrilled the reporter. He didn’t describe mine—‘ A rusty dinner 
jacket with a motive in tobacco-ash, surmounted by a black tie which 
curled under the ears.” No, he confined himself to ‘ opalescent 
sequins on a foundation of ”’—but I am getting out of my depth! Ir 
was a fine affair, and we seemed to get close to the Regency days 
as we danced in the ball-room of the Pavilion. Moreover, we had a 
fine concert in the Dome conduéted by Mr. Jan Hunt, and Mr. 
Esdaile’s broadcast address there was really good. He told the world | 
that all books were theirs for the asking through the County Libraries. | 


His two library pioneers were Panizzi—as becomes a good son of the 
British Museum—and Professor W. G. S. Adams. To them all praise ; 
but greater than these were those he did not mention—Coats in 
Scotland, and Edward Edwards and William Ewart in England. 
The County Libraries are surely merely a logical extension of “heir work. | 
On | 
WEDNESDAY | 
we devoted our attention to Union Cataloguing—an excellent session, 
the outcome of which is really that we must pool everything. We 
must! There ought to be no “ lone library” in the kingdom. We 
are partners one of another. It was on this morning that we learned of 
A Grear Sorrow 
which had fallen upon all. Our old friend, counsellor, examiner and 
the friend of hundreds here, Mr. William C. Plant, walked out of this 
hotel to attend the reception last night, and died suddenly on his 
way. We hardly realize it. He was sixty-eight—not a great age as 
we think !—and was good for his daily ten-mile walk yesterday ; 
and now, this! Our great assembly stood silently for a few minutes, 
while our Chairman tried to express what is always inexpressible. 
But, | wondered—would he not have chosen to die thus, suddenly, 
without suffering, at one of the greatest gatherings of the men who | 
knew and loved him? But the world goes on. We had a | 
CHARMING GARDEN Party 
at Preston Manor by the invitation of our old President, Sir Charles | 
Thomas-Stanford and Lady Thomas-Stanford. It is a lovely place | 
with garden over garden, an old church adjoining and a general | 
atmosphere of peace, which was not spoiled by a good tea on the | 
lawns and the music of a military band. After that, at the Dome, i 
| 
| 
| 


there was a discussion or, as the President called it, a 

Symposium ON CHILDREN’S READING 
which rather disappointed me. Mr. Jast gave his original and spacious 
view of the question, showing the necessity of libraries not to create, 
but to feed the imagination of the child. Mr. Berwick Sayers showed 
what was being done. Mrs. S. Radice, who could not be heard too 
well, said some attractive things, mentioning especially the short- 
comings of parents ; but she got quite out of her depth once or twice. 
She said that at a given school for girls, books considered “ tosh” | 
were covered (by the staff!) with pink so that a girl reading a ‘‘ tosh” 
book was easily spotted. What a manufactory for prigs hat school | 
must be! She also seemed to think that story-books for children 
should not be bought—anything more unthinkable by the ordinary 
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person it would be difficult to find. She approved of money spent 
on eurythmics, dancing, and other bodily amusements, but that which 
“ fed the imagination ” appeared to be undesirable !_ The educational- 
ists who followed all seemed to agree that too little was spent on 
books ; and the last one, Mr. F. A. Hughes, dealt with the suggestion 
of the Board of Education that every child who left school should 
be provided with a Bible and a few other volumes as the nucleus of 
a private library. This he found would cost over the whole country 
a million a year—a sum which seemed to stagger him. As a matter 
of faét it bears so ridiculously small a relation to the total of far less 
effective education expenditure that his attitude proved that educa- 
tionalists have not yet reached a really sound view of the value of 
books. This was a public meeting and some of the public were 
actually present. 

I had meant to complete my letter tonight, but I have seen one 
from a new correspondent who is telling you much that I would have 
written about, so Vale ! CALLIMACHUS, 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 
Another Conference is over, and another year has been taken 


from the fast-diminishing number still left to me. The Brighton 
people, doubtless pressed into service by the indefatigable Mr. Roberts, 
did us well, and Brighton will always remain to me a memory of 
torrid heat, notices “‘ Smoking strictly prohibited,” and the birth-place 
of a horrid doubt about the value of 
L.A. CONFERENCES. 

| know you will tell me that “ personal touch,” etc., etc., is what 
we all gain from these meetings, but there appeared to me to be precious 
little even of that. How rarely did the Olympians of the Grand 
condescend even a nod to so insignificant a mortal as myself; and 
what few nods were given were worthy of Jove himself. I wonder 
whether the horde of assistants who will descend upon us next year 
at Cambridge will shake this unnatural and offensive complacency. 
| hope they will bring with them a plentiful supply of bricks to throw 
into the still waters of our library pond. Much mud will be stirred, 
but how refreshing would be a few ripples on its placid surface. 

A young gentleman of Sheffield—where, by the way, brick-making 
appears to be a thriving industry, and brick-throwing a popular 
pastime—recently said, in reply to Aristonymous, that “ only camels 
and library assistants take their burdens kneeling.” I could not but 
think of this when 

Tue Ner Book QuEstion— 

incomparably the most important subject before the Conference—was 
introduced. We were told that we could not move any amendments, 
we could not rejeé the plan submitted, we could not —! And we 
took it kneeling, without even the protesting moan of the four-legged 
gentleman with the hump. I wonder if the Council has considered 
the effect of high-handed action of this kind on the general body of 
members ? Is this the kind of thing to make us all work together in 
that spirit of harmony and enthusiasm everybody talks about and 
no one—least of all the Council—practices ? Someone, apparently 
trying to be very subtle, so arranged it that any criticism of the agree- 
ment was in effect a censure on the Special Committee and its Chairman, 
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with the result you—no doubt with tears in your eyes—saw. And to 
complete this amazing spectacle a member who should know better 
talked wildly about scoundrels in the book trade, and another member, 
who apparently never will know better, talked even more wildly 
about scoundrels in librarianship. 

All this shows us how relative are our ideas of morality. For my 
part, dear Eratosthenes, were | to be so vulgar as to use a word like 
scoundrel to describe a librarian, or even a bookseller, | would be 
inclined to call scoundrel him who wasted the substance of his rate- 
payers by paying net prices when he could avoid it. After all, we 
are all scoundrels in some degree, but an efficient scoundrel is a less 
offensive fellow than the ordinary type. 

I hope that you were duly edified by the various discussions. 
I myself must confess to a dislike of a one man band, and papers and 
discussions at our Conferences appear to resemble this abortion more 
and more. Soon we shall be 

A Ont Man Association. 
There is a noticeable tendency that way already. I wonder why we 
public librarians, whose work and whose numbers easily sway the 
profession, cannot discuss our problems separately ? After all, there 
is only a very remote connection between the British Museum or a 
semi-public library and a municipal library. Their outlook, their 
methods, their work, are fundamentally different. I have never yet 
met a semi-public librarian with a real appreciation of the public 
librarian’s point of view ; he has no ratepayers, no Council Committee 
of the type that whitens our hair, to consider. He can live in clouds 
of eloquence and enunciate misty views which our hard-headed citizens 
would delight to tear to pieces. | often think this is the reason why 
our Conferences are even more unreal than most Conferences. For 
my part, | find the books and appliances exhibition the only thing 
to console me for wasting a valuable week. But even this is arranged 
in a way which adds neither to the business of the exhibitors nor the 
dignity of the Conference. Some day, | suppose, we shall have 
Tue IpEAL CONFERENCE 

where a great and well-arranged display of books, appliances and 
library publicity will line both sides of the entrance hall to the Conference 
Rooms. Papers will be read by people who have never read them 
before ; Doétors of Literature, Oxford graduates, military gents and 
mere public librarians will indulge in informative and friendly talks 
at the various social gatherings. Thousands of assistants will bring 
their fresh and vigorous youth to the discussions. The press of the 
world will be there, and the Conference will obtain at least as much 
publicity as the Grocers’ Association. Sensible and practical subjects 
will be chosen for the papers, and the young people of the profession 
will dare to have views of their own and to voice them. 

You will have guessed, Eratosthenes, that this Conference will 
take place in my town; but as none of these things is likely to happen 
to the L.A. until a new generation is with us, it is only a very remote 
contingency that_an invitation to hold a Conference here will be sent 
from my Committee to the Council. 

But enough of Conferences. They sadden me when | reflect 
on the immense opportunities before librarianship and the feeble 
efforts most of us make to seize them. I heard of one member having 
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said that ninety per cent. of the money on public libraries was 
wasted. This opinion was received with great amusement, but I 
begin to wonder if there may not be a grain of truth in it. Certainly 
the more I see of public libraries the more I am forced to the conclusion 


that we are incapable of striking new paths. Just as we were for very 


many years | 
Tue INDICATOR 

and the mechanical side of our work, so do we now appear to be 
fascinated by close classification and all sorts of silly and largely 
superfluous systems which we try to force down the throats of an 
inoffensive public. I rather imagine the trend of public library work 
will be away from formality all kinds, and that when wisdom 
finally sits on her throne she will convince librarians that simplification 
(horrid word) is the great need of the day. 

Have you noticed the fashion, now happily in vogue, of building 

New Lrsrarigs ? 

Manchester, ripe in library tradition, has led the way with its 
new library, and Sheffield and Bolton are following suit. Bradford 
also, I hear, is contemplating an expenditure of over £100,000 for 
the same purpose. New branch libraries are springing up in all parts 
of the country. This is all the more surprising and invigorati 
you consider that the Carnegie purse strings are tightly tied for 
municipal libraries. It is, I suppose, the natural result of the progress 
in housing and the spread of urbanism consequent on the increasing 
mobility of the population. But this raises new problems in the 
planning of libraries. The old congested populations are gone and 
the large branch must go with them. The future seems to lie with 
the small “ institute ” fib , co-ordinated with an efficient central 
book pool. This problem fascinates me. I find an intense interest in the 
impulses of that queer animal, man, particularly when his reactions 
come as the result of modern social conditions. Have you read Le 
Corbusier’s new book? An original genius, this man, who should 
stimulate us all to bring fresh view-points to our work. I recommend 
him freely to our profession as a salutary corrective to the herd- 
thinking instiné. 

No doubt you join with me in sincere regret at the passing of 

Joun Corron Dana, 

one of the “ big men ” of American librarianship—big in his efficiency 
and big in his fearless individuality. Not all of us will always be on 
the side of the angels, and the world is a sweeter place for the lives of 
such men. It is good that next we are to have as President one 
who brings to British librarianship the same originality of thought 
and the same intellectual honesty. Yours, SAPHENES. 
We do not bold ourselves refponsib the opinions of the writers of 
“ Lerrers ON Our Tue Lrsrary Wor.p.]} 


Personal News 

7of the Newar useum, New Jersey, been i 
also succeeds Mr. Dana as librarian of the Newark Public Library. 
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She served with him as assistant diref&tor and assistant secretary of 
the Newark Museum Association from 1915 until his death. 

Mr. W. H. Smettem, Chief Librarian, Chesterfield, to be Chief 
ian, Scarborough. 


Obituary 
Mr. F. M. Roserts, Deputy Borough Librarian of » died 
on Wednesday night, the 28th August, at his residence, —. 
Road, Ilford, and was buried on Monday afternoon, the znd September, 
in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Ilford. A large assembly of relatives, friends 
of the family, and members of the Stepney Borough Council’s staff, 
particularly the Libraries and Museums Department, and representatives 
of the potiustondl associations, were present at the funeral. 

Mr. Roberts had attained his fifty-fifth year, and had just completed 

raries 


his thirty-first year of continuous service in the Lib 
of the Stepney Borough Council and its predecessors. He began his 
—— career as an assistant in the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Public 

ibrary, where he received his preliminary training from July, 1890, 
to March, 1893 ; but he gained his experience mainly as Su Librarian 
of St. George’s Library, Hanover Square, W., a position which he 
held from , 1893, to August, 1898, when he was appointed the 
firs Librarian of the St. George’s- Library, Cable Street. 

In 1901 Mr. Roberts was appointed the first Librarian at Mile 
End, Bancroft Road Library. frome he was made Deputy 
Borough Librarian, the position which he held at the date of his death. 

It is with deep regret that we announce the death of Mr. William 
C. Plant, late Librarian of Shoreditch, which occurred at Brighton 
on roth. 


Note 
Mr. C. R. SANDERSON sends us the following interesting note from 
Toronto :—The Quivira Society, organized in 1929 by a group of 
investigators engaged in research pertaining to the early history of 
the south-western _ of the United States and of northern Mexico, 
proposes to publish a series of volumes embodying chiefly English 
translations of —— Spanish documents relating to that vast and 
i ing field, ough rare original lish accounts will not 
be ignored. The Society is sponsored by Arthur S. Aiton, University 
of Michigan; Lansing B. Bloom, editor of the New Mexico Hiftorical 
Review; Herbert E. Bolton, Dire&tor of the Bancroft Library, Univer- 
sity of California; Charles W. Hackett, University of Texas ; amongst 
many other important men. The volumes will be handsomely printed 
in Caslon type on good paper, and each will be adequately annotated 
by one or more specialists in order that its contents may be fully 
cidated. They will be thoroughly indexed, and, when necessary, 
illustrated. The books will be available only to se members 


of the Soci ollowing : 
Relation of d — to New Mexico, by Diego Pérez de 
Luxdn; Laz de Tierra Incégnita, by Juan Mateo Manje; Informe 4 


S. M. sobre las tierras de Nuevo Mejico, Onivira y Teguayo, by Fray Alonso 
Posadas, custodio of New Mexico in 1660-1664, and a missionary 
there for a nurthber of years before. 
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The Conference of the Association of 
Special Libraries & Information Bureaux 


Tue Sixth Annual Conference was held at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
and the ey summer the eye ideal. About 
220 delegates attended, bei resentatives o! ial departments, 
research associations, political organisations, public 
libraries, professional and trade associations, industrial and commercial 
concerns and other interests. 

The meetings comprised two general sessions and several sectional 
ones. It was not possible to attend all of these because on each day 
two or three sectional meetings were arranged for the same hour, 
but we summarize the more important ones. 

The new President, Sir J. J. Thomson, the Master of Trinity, 

tant directions, and alluded to its value as a clearing house of 
information. 

In a paper on “ The Approach of the Producer to the Consumer 
of Information,” by Mr. Laurie Magnus, it was stated that since the 
Education A& of 1870, people were so well educated to-day that — 
the best books would suit them and that the mere faG of mu 
advertising would not ensure the sale of second-rate books. A tribute 
was paid to the lists of selected books on many subjects by the National 
Book Council, and to booksellers and publishers in helping the 
consumer with The Reader’s Guides. , 

Mr. Albert Parker, of the Management Research Groups, in a 
paper on “ Duplicating Machinery,” gave a concise account of modern 
methods, with examples of the work of each machine. In the discussion 
he said that it was difficult to generalize on the work of duplicati 
machines, except that no ink used on any of them, if constantly 
to daylight, would give permanent results. The only ink which is 

i is printer’s ink, because it has a carbon base, whereas 
duplicating inks are aniline 
of the gelatine pocesses, it was stated that there are two di ties 
which we cannot overcome, viz., humidity and temperature. For 
“long run” work and aesthetic appearance it was generally agreed 
that nothing could better the work of the printer. 

Dr. W. Bonser, Librarian of the Birmingham University, gave 
an in ing paper on “ The Ideal Form of a Journal from the 
Librarian’s Point of View,” and mentioned the difficulties which 
most of us have encountered in filing and cataloguing them. Among 
these difficulties were inconsistent and complex titles ; changes in 
size of a journal; the inconsistent annual price of a journal ; 
differences on the title-page, wrapper and at the head of the table 


volume ; uncut pages; wired sheets instead of sewn; and advertise- 
ments interspersed in the text. 
should be made for non-bulking paper as this would economize 
space and be more durable. It was decided to investigate the proposals 
and suggestions to remedy the difficulties with a view to getting them 
placed before the publishers for their consideration. : 


} 
contents; the index to a volume being inserted as part of the next 
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The largest of the sectional meetings was drawn by a discussion 
on the “ Preservation of Places of Natural Sosy ced Historic 
Interest,” by Mr. S. H. Hamer, Secretary of the National Trust, whose 
obje& was to co-ordinate the work of the various societies interested 
in ‘i 
interesting paper, particularly to ic librarians, was given 
by the Chief Librarian of Halifax, Mr. E. aay on “ The Information 
Service of a Public Library.” He stated that it was extremely doubtful 
whether business and professional men had any adequate conception 
of the position and funétion of the public library of to-day, and that 
after seventy years of popular education we were only just beginning 
to realise the need of books and libraries to reinforce scholastic effort. 
The bulk of primary schools had omitted library provision and were 
yd just discussing the advisability of such provision in schools of 
The present need was not so much for the storing of masses of 
knowledge in the individual brain as for training in where to look 
for information. In the discussion, Mr. K: Ryde, Librarian- 
in-Charge of the Reference Library at Croydon gave an account of 
the work in this conneétion done. The representative of the Canadian 
Bank of Commerce expressed pleasure on hearing these remarks, as 
the work of the Croydon Libraries, he said, was well-known to them. 


= library, a knowledge of the subje& or subjeéts covered by the 
d which the ial library serves was indispensable as well as a 
knowledge of library technique, and the acquisition, recording, and 
of king the School of Lib 

resolution was aski ibrarianship to 
consider other on the came 
conditions as holders of arts degrees, so that they also might be able 
to a a single year ; also for a one-year’s intensive course of 
—— t special libraries. Dr. E. A. Baker, Director of the Univer- 
sity on School of Librarianship, agreed to put forward the 
proposals, but stated that the financial question must also be met. 

Mr. A. P. L. Gordon dealt with “ Sources and Application of 
Business Data.” He approached the subje& on lines and passed 
in review the various main sources from which business data are 
derived, mentioning such items as the official government trade reports, 
the census of produdtion returns, the and electricity — 


type of information are often dealt with in the Reference Library. 

Another paper of interest was by Mr. E. T. Elbourne, M.B.E., 
the Honorary Director of the Institute of Industrial Administration, 
assifted by Mr. H. G. T. Cannons, Librarian of the Finsbury Public 


to cover the whole field of industry, commerce and finance, with 
commodity and country codes. There was much adverse comment 
the scheme, and it was decided that a sub-committee should explore 
proposals, criticisms and suggestions and report upon them. 


96 
Mr. A. F. Ridley, of the British Non-Ferrous Metals Research 
Association ee of Speci 
; Librarians.” He held that if maximum efficiency was aah 
Library, entitled “An Indexing System for _ _ 
Information.” The scheme is based on a subjeé classification designed 
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the many i i visited in mention 

Another visit was that paid to the Pepysian Library at Magdalen 
College, which contains the library bequeathed by Samuel Pepys the 
Diarist. Here we saw the famous Diary and the cypher manuscript, 
together with other valuable manuscripts and incunabula, including 
the only known copy of Reynard the po ey by Caxton. 

The Cambridge University Press afforded much interest. Here 
we saw the monotype machines at work and all the other processes 
through which the book goes before being sent to the binder. 

The Fitzwilliam Museum was the last place of call, and here, 
with the Curator as our guide, philosopher and friend, we were able 
to see a great amount in a short time. Among the manuscripts were 
most beautiful Psalters, Books of Hours, and other illuminated work 
of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. The colle&ion of incunabula 
was rich in Flemish, Italian, German and English printers. Amo 
the many modern manuscripts in the museum were those of Jude 
Obscure and Time’s Laughing-stocks by Thomas Hardy, Mansoul by 
Doughty, and Sotto Voce by W. de la Mare. 

The Conference was a most interesting oa “— one in 
many ways, and the catering a ments for the egates were 
The work of the and his staff deserved the 
highest praise, and it was pleasing to hear a resolution to this effe& 
passed at the termination of the Conference.—K.A.R. 


Library Topics 


Birmingham 

As a means of exploiting fully the non-fictional stocks of the 
Birmingham Public Libraries, the Public Libraries Committee have 
inaugurated an exchange service between the city’s lending libraries. 
At he Central Lending Library in Ratcliff Place a catalogue of the 
entire non-fictional stocks of Birmingham’s 23 lending libraries has 
been compiled. It lists over 180,000 volumes, and records the libraries 
at which they are stocked. A motor van has been obtained and fitted 
with shelves, and will be used to convey books to the libraries at 
which they are required. The van will make a complete tour of all 
the libraries at least once a day, and the telephone will be used to 
expedite the finding and despatching of required books. Users of 
the libraries are invited to consult the staff at the library they usuall 
visit, with a view to availing themselves of the new service, whi 
will be maintained without charge. It is intended to apply to all the 
books in the lending departments except English prose fiction. 


Bolton 

A Catalogue of Books in the Central Lending and Reference 
Libraries dealing with the Fine Arts has just been issued by the Bolton 
Library Committee. This is really a wonderful piece of work and is 
of a very high standard. It contains a very subje& and author 
index, is well printed and tastefully arranged. The catalogue and 
indices extend to 400 pages at the nominal price of 6d. We congratu- 
late Mr. Sparke on a very fine piece of work. May we remind our 


j 
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readers that although the price of this extremely useful catalogue is 
6d. an additional should be enclosed for postage. 


Brighton 
An interesting Exhibition is being held of the Hugh Blaker 
Colle&tion of Oil Paintings, Water-Colours, Drawings, etc., in the 
Public Art Galleries, Church Street. Many of the egates to the 
— hton Conference took the opportunity of visiting Galleries 
staying in the town. 


Bristol Public Libraries have recently issued a tasteful little booklet _ 
dealing with the Children’s Half-Hour Talks. The booklet gives a 
list of the talks and also a list of books that deal with the subje& under 
discussion. Included in the list are books likely to be of guidance 
and use to teachers. 


Coventry 

The principal contents of the Readers’ Bulletin for September- 
Oéober are an article on Prehistoric Man by Miss Margaret S. Taylor, 
M.A., a List of Public Lectures, and that most interesting feature of 
Coventry’s Bulletins, “ Among the New Books.” 


Croydon 

An interesting article on the Porter’s Lodge at Croydon Palace, 
from the pen of Mr. Alderman J. O. Pelton, is contained in the current 
issue of the Readers’ Guide. The South Norwood Branch Library 
has undergone several minor re-arrangements, and a vastly improved 
service is anticipated. 
Ipswich 

Miss Stella Jacka contributes an article on Woodbridge in the 
Ipswich Library Journal. nS the ag ended March 31st, 1929, 
$20,473 volumes were issued the Ipswich Public Libraries ; 
this constitutes a record for Ipswich. 


Leeds 
Lectures Worth Hearing and Books Worth While is the title of the 
latest pod me og issued by the Leeds Public Libraries system. This 
ittle booklet contains particulars of no iess than 23 le&ures 
to be pte in the Leeds’ Institutes during the forthcoming season. 
A list of books to read is attached to each lecture. The Chimney Corner, 
which is the Bulletin or Juvenile Readers’ Guide, commences with 
this number some Notes on Favourite Authors, the first one being 
A. A. Milne. Leeds must surely rank as one of the most progressive 
of our English library systems. The Commmercial Library Bulletin 
contains a list of Books on Financial Economics. 


Leyton 
The newly organised Lending Department of the Central Library, 


Leyton, 


aowwe 


on 
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Sheffield 
Books and Readers for August is entirely devoted to the additions 
to the library stock for the month. The list contains some five 
hundred titles and is classified according to the Decimal Classification; 
We miss the usual bright and informative little library chat. The 
ber issue contains a brief account of the Life of James Mont- 
gomery, a Sheffield worthy, a note on the British Museum Catalogue, 
and an introdu€tory Reading Course on Finance. On another page 
we reproduce a photograph of the new Central Library, building 
operations on which will commence in the spring of 1930. 


Sunderland 

“Some Prose Writers and Essayists” is the title of a course 
of twelve Le@ures to be given by the Sunderland University Extension 
Society. In conneétion with this Mr. J. A. Charlton Deas, M.A., 
has compiled a list of works in the Public Libraries dealing with the 
subje&. Mr. R. L. Howey, of West Hartlepool, has an exhibition of 
Lino-Cut Prints in Colour, etc., in the Sunderland Art Gallery, from 
21st September to 3rd November. This is the one hundred and ninth 
Loan Colleéion. 


Swinton and Pendlebury 


“Let me Guess” is the title of a message by Mr. R. A. H. 
Goodyear, the famous school story writer, in the Reader’s Guide. 
This, with a very comprehensive list of additions, goes to make a 
most interesting bulletin. 


Reports 
Burney Public Libraries. — 15th Annual Report, 1928-1929. 
Borough Librarian, W. Bramley Coupland, F.L.A. Population, 
103,600. Stock: Lending, 32,679; Reference, 4,947; Music 
Library, 1,936. Additions, 3,043. Withdrawals, 268. Issues: 
Lending, 388,411; Reference, 27,473; Music Library, 3,023 ; 
School Libraries, 39,510; Blind Readers, 803. Borrowers, 11,164. 
Considering that existi ing librari imari distri& librari 
tho hly equipped Central Library is anxiously looked forwand to, with the 
of successfully extending reading facilities in the Borough. i 
tures of last year’s returns are the extreme use made of the Reference Library, 
the Music Library, and the three libraries in ing distri@s. In all these seGtions 
of the work new records have been achieved. twithstanding the limited accom- 
modation that is available the work with the children continues with happy results. 
A printed catalogue of the Music Library was published during the year. 
CuesHirE County Council Education Department. County Rural 
Libraries.—7th Annual Report, 1928-1929. Comnty Librarian, 
A. H. Gillgrass. Stock, 27,988. Additions, 7,613. Withdrawals, 
$41. Issues, 242,867. Distributing Centres, 267. 
2 sueing note that progress has been made in all its of these 
rural libraries. The success of the more adequate facilities provided for the circula- 
tion of books is reflected in the greater number of books issued, and the greater 
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demands made upon the students’ se€tion. Ten new Urban Distri@ Branch Libraries 

were eStablished during the year. The resources of the Central Library for Students 

were drawn upon to the extent of 263 volumes. Co-operation with other Urban 

Distri& and Parish Councils, with the view to the provision of more branches, is 

being urgently sought. 

GaTesHEAD Public Libraries—43rd Annual Report, 1928-1929. 
Population, 126,000. Borough Librarian, R. Lillie, F.L.A. Stock : 
Lending, 35,480; Reference, 5,448; Juvenile, 6,273; School 
Libraries, 13,787. Additions, 3,533. Withdrawals, 777. Issues: 
Lending, 362,242; Reference, 23,112; Juvenile, 66,990; School 
Libraries, 219,706. Borrowers, 21,018. 

When the Central Library was moved some short time ago to the residential 
part of the town it was thought that the work would greatly increase and the lending 
department was planned liberally to meet all emergencies. It will be seen from the 
above Report that this arrangement has been more than justified. The service has 
grown enormously, and last year’s issues were nearly 35,000 more than the previous 
year’s record figures. The eStablishment of a branch library is now ft con- 
sideration. This Report contains the 8th Annual Report of the School Libraries. 
41 senior departments of the boys’ and girls’ schools in the Borough are receiving 
books under this scheme. The grants from the Education Committee for the year 
were £100 for new books and £150 for replacements and binding. 

Leicester Public Libraries.—soth Annual Report, 1928-1929. Popu- 
lation, 246,000. Director of Libraries, E. E. Lowe. B.Sc., Ph.D. 
Rate,2d. Income, £12,152. Stock: Lending, 32,491 ; Reference, 
30,424; Branches, 40,760. Issues: Lending, 255,423; Reference, 
29,865 ; Branches, 286,190. Borrowers, 27,621. Branches, 6 

The outstanding feature of the year’s work was the extension of co-operation 
with other bodies. Education Committee equipped a large room at one of the 
schools and the libraries supplied 2,000 books to eStablish a library and i 
room for scholars attending the elementary schools in the city. The libraries have 
now become an “ Outlier Library ” to the Central Library for Students. Co-opera- 
tion with the local Adult School, the Scouts’ Association, and the British Broad- 
casting Corporation has also been carried out. The Belgrave Branch Library has 
been re-arranged and brought up to date. A new branch is to be built on the Park 
Estate. It is felt that increased accommodation at the Central Library is urgently 
needed to make the Library more worthy of the City. 


Court Rolls of the Manor 


* 

of Hornsey 

Or the vast number of manorial court rolls which must have been 
made from time to time in this country, only a fragment has survived 
the dangers of damp, fire and neglect. Those which remain have 
lately been put under the protection of the chief archive authority 
and will henceforth enjoy a better chance of preservation. But 
relatively few though they are, they contain a storehouse of information, 
hitherto largely unused, of immense value for local history, and when 
an appreciable number of them have been brought to light and made 
availsble for easy consultation they will afford material for a truer 
and more accurate history of the manor as an institution than has 
yet been possible. 

A notable contribution to such an obje& is to be found in a 
volume entitled Court Rolls of the Manor of Hornsey, 1603-1701, 
transcribed and edited by W. McB. Marcham and Frank Marcham. 
In this edition the Latin rolls have been translated and the way made 
easy for general use. The editors have done their work in a scholarly 
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and painstaking fashion and have provided in an introduétion a very 
intereSting sketch of the history of this particular manor. It formed 
of the extensive endowment of the See of London, and one cannot 
t regret that the editors had not the good luck to recover some of 
the earlier rolls and to present them to our view. Thepicture, however, 
that they are able to give of Hornsey in the seventeenth century is 
full and detailed. One can trace the descent of copyhold tenements, 
follow the ele&tion of the quaintly-named manorial officers, and infer 
social customs and sometimes topographical details from the present- 
ments of encroachments and nuisances. 

Scarcely any echo of the political strife that filled so large a 
pages. Save for the intrusion of a lay lord of the manor when the 
property was sold by the Commonwealth Government and the silent 
resumption by the bishop at the ReStauration, there is no reference to 
the Civil War or to the Revolution. The stream of local life evidently 
flowed on calm and unruffled. 

The preparation of the map of the manor, which is given at the 
end of the volume, must have involved considerable research beyond 
that which is evident in the book itself, and shows that the editors 
disclosed. 

The printing and the c reproduction of an ancient deed 
as frontispiece leave nothing to be desired. 

‘S. C. Rarcuirr. 


* “ Court Rolls of the Bishop of London’s Manor of Hornsey, 1603-1701, in the 
County of Middlesex.” By William McBeath Marcham and Frank Marcham. 
Sm. 4to.,cloth, t.e.g., pp. xliv., 256, xlvi. Map. (Grafton and Co.) £4 4s. net. 


Book-Seleétion Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


Boox-Auction Recorps. A Priced and Annotated Quarterly Record 
of London, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Dublin Book-Auétions. 
Volume 26, Part 3. 8vo, wrappers, pp. 377-594. London, 
Stevens, Son & Stiles, 1929. Subscription price 30s. per annum. 
The punctuality of our old friend B.A.R. is something to be wondered at 

and applauded. The 2nd quarter of the current year is ae us with 5,919 

records of book sale prices. Included is the extraordinary price of £162 for a 

novel published in paper covers in 1886 at the price of one shilling (Shaw’s 

“Cashel Byron’s Profession”’) and £880 for the first edition of “ Boswell’s 

Johnson.” 

Hart (B. H. Liddell) The Decisive Wars of History. A Study in 
Strategy. Maps. 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 242. London, Bell, 1929. 
12s. 6d. net. 

An interesting book written by the famous author of “ Reputations,” who 
is a past-master of his subject. 

STEPHENSON (James) Bedrock of Modern Business. Illustrated. 
8vo, cloth, pp. xxviii., 812. London, Pitman, 1929. 15s. net. 
This work forms a thorough guide to general commercial instrution and is 

intended to benefit those who mean to succeed in a business career. A working 

know of this exhauStive volume cannot fail to serve as a fine imi 

training for any specialized trade. The title of the book is its most accurate descrip- 


, 
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tion, for it places on solid groundwork the fundamental basis of business, without 


which no superstru€ture could be as sound. Every essential point is 
dealt with clearly and tely, this valuable work cannot be too highly 
recommended as a means of stimulating business training and restoring commercial 


prosperity to this country. 

Hawks (Ellison) Wonders of Engineering. [Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. x., 186. London, Methuen, 1929. 6s. net. 

A remarkably interesting book dealing with great engineering 

il to interest bot old. engineering are with, 
enbensing bridges, Gaudin, tunnels, giant cranes, etc. 

Frepericx (J. George) Am I? Forty-five Amusing Mental Tests. 
With Preface by Herbert N. Casson. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 210. 
London, Efficiency Magazine, (1929). 5S. net. 

A series of mental tests that can at one the same time be both inStruétive 
and amusing. 

Berry (Charles Walter) Viniana. With an Introdution by H. Warner 
Allen. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xv., 142. London, Constable, 
1929. 108. net. pas 

An interesting book dealing with rare vintages cannot to appeal to 
all dene whe desire knowledge of the subjeét. 

Baker (Ernest A.) The History of the English Novel. The Later 
Romances and the Establishment of Realism. Demy 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 278. London, Witherby, 1929. 16s. net. 

e welcome the third volume of Dr. Baker’s important work on the History 
of the English Novel, which bids well to become a monumental work, since the 
author admits that the novel itself “‘ will not appear in its complete form till the 
next volume, which deals with the age of Richardson and Fielding.” The period 
covered by the volume under notice includes the Anti-Romances and other 
Counterblasts, Bunyan, Mrs. Behn, Defoe and Swift, subject-matter of the highest 
importance. 

Mackenzie (Agnes Mure) The Process of Literature. An Essay 
towards some Reconsiderations. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, 
Allen and Unwin, 1929. tos. net. 

An ab&truse dissertation on literature as a specific art and a process of human 
activity. The author sees literature from a fourth-dimensional view-point. 
SHaw (Martin) Up to Now. [IIlustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 218. 

London, Oxford University Press, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

For th ho lik iet, h tobi hy, which brings interesting 
people to life in a musical setting, here is the very book to enjoy. 

FICTION. 

Pease (Howard) The Tatooed Man. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 316. London, 
Nelson, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

rsonali til it t out remarkably dominating 

chrilling ‘tale of the escape of doomed ship. 

Verney (George) The Bungalow of Dead Birds. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 288. London, Nelson, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

The mystery of a Malayan jungle which yields up horrors unspeakable to 
those who attempt to discover its secrets. 

Watpote (Hugh) Hans Frost. A Novel. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 376. 
London, Macmillan, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

A remarkable study of a famous author who has reached his allotted span of 
three score and ten years and finds that he cannot breathe freely because of his 
having been kept far too long in a hot-house of comfort. The manner in which 
he throws off the swaddling clothes in which his wife has wrapped him makes 
fascinating reading. Told in this famous author’s best style. 
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Wrson (T. P. Cameron) Bolts from the Blue. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 

172. London, Wells Gardner, 1929. 5s. net. 

Being a sensitive indivi r the worst, and imagines that the ordeal 
find that the operation is unnecessary. putin ty ant 
is confronted with the effets of them. 


JUVENILE. 

Epmonpston (C. M.) and Hype (M. L. F.) The Lord of 
A Tale of Normandy. Col. frontis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 286. 
London, Religious Tra& Society, (1929). 38. 6d. net. 

A tale of twelfth century France in which many of the characters are historical, 
with authoritative setting for which genuine research of records has been made, 
the whole fascinating Story told in simple language. 

Ossorn (Josephine) Janet’s Tea House. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 

. 217. London, 1929. 5S. net. 
Story of a tea-house in Maine. A happy, wholesome book by a well-known 
writer of girls’ Stories. 

SKIPPER —. The Meeting-Pool. A Tale of Borneo. Illustrated. 
4to, pp. x., 124. London, Mathews and Marrot, 1929. 
6s. net. 


Well ill 
PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN Lrprary AssociaTION. Vol. 23, No. 7, 
July, 1929. 

MEDEDEELINGEN VAN De OPENBARE LEESZAAL EN BIBLIOTHEEK TE 
AMSTERDAM. Jaargang 11, No. 3, Mei-Juni 1929. 

Report OF THE FourtH SESSION OF THE BaropA STATE Liprary 
CONFERENCE held at Amreli on March 28th and 2gth, 1929. 

GESAMTVERZEICHNIS DER AUSLANDISCHEN ZEITSCHRIFTEN (GAZ) 
1914-1924. —— geben vom Auskunftsbureau der Deutschen 
Bibliotheken. erung g Stichwortregister (A-Meteorology). 
Berlin, Staatsbibliothek, 1929. 

More Books. The Bulletin of the Boston Public Library. June, 1929. 

Your Lrsrary.—Public Library of the Distri&@ of Columbia, Wash- 
ington, D.C. Vol. IIl., Nos. 9 and 10. June and July, 1929. 

Workers’ Epucation.—A Seleéed List of Titles of Books and 
Articles. April, 1927—March, 1929. Compiled by the Reference 
Department, Public Library of the Distri& of Columbia. Workers’ 
Education Bureau of America, 1929. 

BULLETIN OF THE GRAND Raprps Pusiic Lrsrary. Vol. 25, No. 2. 
May—June, 1929. 

Reapers’ Ink. Indianapolis Library Service. Vol. VII., No. to. 
June, 1929. 

Tue Lrerary JournAt. Vol. 54, No. 13. July, 1929. New York, 
Bowker. 

Tue Lisrary. Newark, N.J. Vol. III., No. 5. 


Tue R. C. Jenxryson Cottection. Newark Public Library, N.J. 


One-Day Excursions. Pleasant Trips from Newark, N.J. Com- 
piled at the Public Library. 1929. 


, 
4 
, 
r 
y 
ec 
ec 
d 
y 
ly 
n 


104 Tue Lrsrary 


The Publishers’ and Booksellers’ 
Exhibition, Brighton, 1929 


By Epear G. H. Carrer, Sales Manager, Grafton and Co. 
Tue Exhibition held in conne&ion with the Library Association 
Conference at Brighton was like the proverbial “ curate’s egg.” The 
arrangements made were undoubtedly as near perfection as one 
could expeé under the circumstances, but the L.A. have still a long 
way to go before they reach what one might term an ideal state of 
affairs. It was most unfortunate that the space allotted to the 
Exhibition was cramped and spread over three small rooms, which 
was certainly not conducive to good business. Librarians seem to 
dislike climbing stairs, for which one can hardly blame them. The 
Library Association should see to it in future that a ground floor 
exhibit is arranged in the same building as the Conference deliberations. 


I would call the attention of the powers that be to what I 
consider a serious breach of exhibition etiquette. I refer to the 
frequenting of the exhibition of publishers’ representatives who 
have not a rented space in the rooms and who interfere with the 
legitimate stall-holders’ business by soliciting orders for their own 
publishing houses. 

The most glaring case I saw myself was a young lady who sported 
a Delegate’s badge (I afterwards found out that she was represent 
a publisher of repute). This young lady deliberately pushed 
in front of a librarian who was attempting to do business at my stand. 
Using all her feminine wiles, she speedily commenced to wade thr 
her list, whilst I was forced to look on. “Smart girl!” I hear Mr. 
Publisher say ; as undoubtedly she was. But as I have already pointed 
out, we had to pay for the privilege of exhibiting and do not expe@ 
to find publishers employing feminine touts who obtain admission to 
an exhibition under cover of a Library Association Conference Badge. 
I do sincerely hope that such praétices will be prohibited in future. 

A word of praise is due to the Brighton Staff for the wonderful 
way in which assisted us exhibitors. The manner in which 
they helped us over unforeseen difficulties that arose at the outset 
undoubtedly went a long way towards a successful exhibition. Mr. 
H. D. Roberts certainly allowed nothing to stand in our way, and if 
smoking was prohibited—well, Brighton’s Chief Librarian went for 
a walk sometimes ! 

As regards the exhibits, these I think were quite up to their 
usual fandard. Business all round is reported as . Messrs. 
Chivers, Blunt, Riley and Dunn all displayed the best of the book- 
binder’s art. Mudie’s, Boots, Smith, Combridge, Times Book Club 
and Harrods had wonderful displays of second-hand and remainder 
books. Stoneham’s, Askew’s and Oppenheim were all displaying 
books of quality and taste. 

Modesty forbids more than a ing mention of the lar; 
firm of Library Text book Publishers in the British ish Isles ; let it sullce 
that they were displaying a varied stock of the latest works on 
librarianship. 
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Librarians & Books that Count 


[Libeatians will Sad at The Times: Book Glub 

selection, ore of the largest inthe world, of the best recent 
Fiction, Spotty Notun Hiscory. nnd 
Biographical and Historical Works, etc. 


have had no more than three or four readings—and they: are 
at reductions. 80% to 80% from 
Published prices. 


Roost were the may be 
comfort, is at your disposal. 


_ We shall always be glad to sport 0, yout 
Wants.” 


THE TIMES BOOK CLUB 
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DUNN & WILSON 


“MHOW T0_FIND BOOK” in cover,” 
; 


“SUPER” CLOTH BINDINGS. The Binding that" 


“LASTS LONGER ‘THAN REQUIRED. 
SAVES WASTE OF COSTLY LEATHER 
COSTS NO “MORE ‘THAN ORDINARY WORK: 


aod prices of these exhibits sent on application, 


BELLEVUE BINDERY, FALKIRK, SCOTLAND. 


The THREE IMPORTANT EXHIBITS of | 
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1. “NON-FLAM” MAGAZINE COVERS . 
The last word in Reading Cases. 
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Library Books Strongly 
Bound with Attractive 


Covers. 


WE can give you well bound books in attractive 
covets at ordinary prices. 


The cheapest binding we do has applied to it— 
according to the quality of the paper of the book— 
one of twelve different methods of sewing specially 
arranged to deal with the varying qualities of modern 
papers. 

If a book needs Oversewing it is done by hand. We 
have not employed machine oversewing for over two 
years except for our storage binding and a few 
magazines. We found it detrimental to the ordinary 
library book. 

The cheapest binding we do can be finished with blind 
tooling or gold decoration according to the wishes of 
the Librarian. 

The cheapest binding we do will prolong the life of 
the book until the paper is too soiled or worn for 
further use. 

Our many years of experience are at your disposal to 
give you suitable attractive bindings at a low cost. 
Supplement to our Lending Library Catalogue of 
8,000 Fiction and Juvenile Books, will be sent free on 
application. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
Bookbinders and Booksellers 


PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 


__ Printed by Frank Juckes Lrp., 30-31 Moland Street, Birmingham ; 
and Published for the Proprietors by Grarron & Co., 51 Great Russell Street, London, W.C 
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